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South West Institute of TAFE‘s Student Learning Centre houses the Library, Off-
Campus Studies Unit, Study Skills, Multimedia Services and Reprographics.  It is a 
multi-purpose building, and has been throughout its one hundred and thirty eight year 
history.  Over that time it has played an important part in the educational, social, 
cultural, economic and military life of Warrnambool and the surrounding district.  
 
Its links with education extend back to November 1869 when Ira Aldridge opened a 
Day School in the hall after his school in Kepler Street had outgrown its site.  The 
curriculum covered a range of subjects including English, ‘algebra & c.’, classics, 
commercial studies and sewing.  James Martin filled the position of ‘Second Master’, 
and Mrs Martin was ‘Sewing Mistress’.  Fees ranged from 1/- to 1/6 per week.  End of 
term examinations were held on site, and prizes awarded to the students who 
achieved the best results.   James Kirby operated his ‘Commercial School’ 
temporarily in the Orderly Room between 1870 and 1872.    
 
Warrnambool’s earliest purpose-built hall, the Orderly Room, was built in 1868 on a 
section of the site granted by the Government to the Warrnambool Detachment, 
Western Corps Royal Victorian Volunteer Artillery at the corner of Kepler and Merri 
Streets.  Prior to that time small halls were attached to some of the hotels, including 
the Royal Exchange Hotel.  In March 1869, through the efforts of Captain Cramer, 
the land on which the Orderly Room stood, and that adjacent to it was permanently 
reserved by the Government for the volunteer militia. 
 
Attempts to form a volunteer unit in Warrnambool took place as early as 1855, during 
the Crimean War.  From December 1854 the State Government permitted the 



formation of volunteer units, and contributed towards arming them.  At the time many 
Victorians were intent on making their fortune on the goldfields, while others on the 
coast feared an attack by Russian warships.   
 
Warrnambool citizens followed the movement occurring in other parts of the world in 
September 1859 by forming the Warrnambool Volunteer Rifle Corps.  France was 
militarily powerful at the time, and the British feared invasion.  More than 100,000 
men joined volunteer units in Britain, and a similar trend occurred in North America 
and Australia.  For four years members of the Warrnambool Volunteer Rifle Corps 
served under Lieutenant Robert Bushe (solicitor), before disbanding in 1863 due to 
new government regulations. 
 
The Warrnambool Detachment, Western Corps Royal Victorian Volunteer Artillery 
was formed in September 1866.  Lieutenant C.A. Cramer, who had been a member 
of the Volunteer Rifle Corps, was given command of the unit.  From October 1866 
the Warrnambool Detachment commenced fund raising activities to raise money to 
build an orderly room, and to purchase uniforms and instruments for the band.  
Activities included a bazaar and social events.  During that time the volunteers met 
and trained in a room at the Royal Exchange Hotel.  In January 1867 a public appeal 
for funds was made.    
 
The site for the new building was gazetted in May 1868, next to the Customs House.  
Work commenced in June, beginning with excavations, and the carting of stone.  The 
design was described as being ‘in the Grecian style’.   
 
By the time the Orderly Room was opened on December 31st 1868, the 
Warrnambool Detachment had established a gun battery on Flagstaff Hill.  The 
street, which passed along the south side of the block on which the Orderly Room 
stood, became known as Artillery Crescent.    
 
The Governor of Victoria, Sir Henry Manners Sutton, described the new building as 
the finest Orderly Room he had seen in the colony [1], and a ‘Volunteers Ball’ was 
held on New Years Eve to celebrate its opening.    Designed by Andrew Kerr, the 
builders included John Jewell and William Ross (masons), and Croll and Winton 
(carpenters).  
 
Andrew Kerr was the Town Surveyor and municipal engineer from 1856 to 1887.  He 
was responsible for many of the town’s early improvements, including the cutting 
through Flagstaff Hill, a horse drawn tramway from Fairy Street to the town jetty, the 
Dennington Bridge, and the introduction of Warrnambool’s first street lamps.  On his 
own account he designed many buildings including: Warrnambool’s first hospital 
(1860), the Oddfellows Hall (1869), the Western Hotel (1869), the Masonic Temple 
(1870), St John’s Presbyterian Church (1875), and the Warrnambool Club (1876).   
 
Once completed the Orderly Room was described as- 
 
...erected of stone in a most substantial manner, with a very handsome front... The 
hall is 80 feet long by 40 feet wide, and is 20 feet high, the floor being laid with pitch-
pine...  It must be a source of pride to all concerned to find that Warrnambool now 
possesses a room as capacious as the Prahran Town Hall, and nearly as large as St. 
George’s Hall, Melbourne... [2] 
 
A large number of people from throughout the Warrnambool district attended the 
opening of the Orderly Room on New Year’s Eve 1868.  Arrangements for the ball 
included the construction of cloakrooms near the entrance, with a gallery for the band 



located between them. A refreshment stall was situated at the end of the hall.  The 
Volunteer Band played a selection of tunes, and dancing commenced at 9.00 pm.  
Refreshments were supplied by the proprietor of the Exchange Hotel. 
 
Decorations for the evening included several twelve-foot high pilasters of imitation 
white marble, chandeliers, coloured lights, transparencies, flowers, shrubs, coloured 
paper, drapes, curtains, flags and banners.  Mottos on the banners included 
‘Defence’, ‘Happy New Year’, ‘Long Live the Queen’, ‘Long Live Prince Alfred’ (who 
was visiting Australia at the time) and ‘Advance Warrnambool’. A stuffed albatross 
with its wings extended as if in the act of flying [3] was mounted above the door.   
 
As the evening progressed it was decided to continue the celebrations a second 
night, and another ball was held on New Year’s night, which was similarly well 
attended, and concluded around 2.00 am.  Soon after, the non-commissioned 
officers organised a ‘Harvest Moon Ball’, which was held on Tuesday January 26th 
1869.  The Orderly Room figured prominently in Warrnambool’s social calendar in 
the summer of 1868/69.  In addition, the volunteers held parades and drill there from 
January 1 1869. 
 
 

 
The Orderly Room (1907:Vidler)   Photograph by Foyle  
 
The Orderly Room hosted a diverse range of social, economic and cultural events 
during the later decades of the 19th Century.  During the first ten years of its 
existence alone amateur concerts, musical and dramatic, were held there regularly.  
The ‘Dramatic Society’ and the ‘Warrnambool Musical Union’ used the hall as a base. 
 
A Gymnastic Club was formed in May 1869, and was based in the Orderly Room for 
a time.  In April 1870 a meeting was held at the Orderly Room to form a football club.  
It was well attended, 30 people joined as members, a committee was formed and 
announced that practice would start immediately. 
 
  In June 1876 Warrnambool’s first major ‘Exhibition of Arts and Manufactures’ was 
successfully hosted there for twelve days.   
 



Captain Cramer was under considerable financial pressure following the construction 
of the building, which may account in some part for the wide variety of uses to which 
it was put in its early years.  A building debt of more than £400, for which he was 
personally responsible, hung over him for a number of years.  Fund raising events, 
including bazaars and balls, continued to be held for some time.  It was reported in 
July 1870 that the popularity of the new Oddfellows Hall, which had also been 
designed by Andrew Kerr, was denying Captain Cramer the expected income from 
the Orderly Room.  
 
The Orderly Room’s primary purpose continued to be military, and parades and drill 
were held there regularly.  Lieutenant Cramer was promoted, first to Captain, then 
Major.  In May 1872 the Warrnambool Detachment took delivery of a new 32 pound 
gun, which was installed near the Orderly Room in Kepler Street. He led the local 
volunteers until his death in 1885.  The unit had been renamed the Warrnambool 
Battery, 2nd Brigade Garrison Artillery in 1884.    
 
In addition to the local artillery, the Warrnambool Corps of the Victorian Mounted 
Rifles (VMR) was formed in 1885/86.  Many of its members went on to serve in the 
Boer War.  
 
After Federation, the Warrnambool Battery became part of No. 4 Battery Australian 
Field Artillery, and the Warrnambool Corps (VMR) was reorganized into a section of 
the 11th Light Horse Regiment.  Cadet units were also formed after the introduction 
of compulsory training.   
 
During World War 1, local military authorities used The Orderly Room as their 
headquarters.  A large number of men from Warrnambool and district enlisted and 
served overseas, many in the 7th and 8th AIF Battalions.  Volunteers reported at the 
Orderly Room for their medical examinations before going into camp.  The building 
became known as the Drill Hall. 
 
Local militia and cadet units continued to be based at the Orderly Room after World 
War I.  During the Great Depression all were disbanded except for the Light Horse.  It 
too was disbanded in time, due to there no longer being a role for horses in modern 
warfare, and was replaced by armoured mechanised units. 
 
During World War II local men once more volunteered for military service in large 
numbers, many serving in the 2/7th and 2/8th Battalions.  Again the Orderly Room 
was headquarters for the local military authorities. 
 
Following World War II the local units of the Citizen Military Force continued using 
the Orderly Room.  In 1948 B Squadron of the 4/19th Prince of Wales Light Horse 
(Armoured) Regiment was formed.  Equipped with American medium tanks it was 
based in Warrnambool until 1952, when it was replaced by the 38th Heavy Anti 
Aircraft Unit, which in turn was replaced by the 8th Medium Artillery Regiment.  This 
unit continued its association with Warrnambool until 1964. 
 
On February 10th 1960 the Warrnambool Technical College took over the Orderly 
Room after the local military authorities moved their base to Pertobe Road.  The local 
military authorities had first permitted the school to use the Orderly Room in 1954 
due to a critical shortage of classrooms.  In 1959 the building was purchased by the 
Education Department from the Department of the Army for £15,000.   
 



The Orderly Room became the Warrnambool Technical College Assembly Hall.  It 
was a venue for wet weather sports days, Monday morning singalongs and school 
socials.   
 
…Many of the smaller rooms around the hall were utilized as senior classrooms 
(bitumen floors, gun emplacements and all) and a well equipped and long overdue 
canteen was organised under the guidance of that comforting and motherly figure, 
Mrs Trigg… [4] 
 
By the late 1960s the Warrnambool Technical College had outgrown the Timor Street 
site, and was operating from twin campuses: its original base in Timor Street, and the 
‘Annexe’.  In 1969 land was purchased in Caramut Road and all the secondary 
school students moved there in 1973 … 
 
... 
... 
... 
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